SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2022, AT 10:15 A.M.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH of LA GRANGE (FUMCLG)
150th ANNIVERSARY WORSHIP SERVICE
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2022, AT 10:15 A.M.
FUMCLG HISTORICAL VIDEO
PRELUDE

“Arrival of the Queen of Sheba” from Solomon
Organ, Brass, and Tympani

INTROIT

“Great Day”
Chancel Choir

WELCOME
+HYMN

G.F. Handel

Brazeal W. Dennard

Darlene Stirn
Chairperson, Church Leadership Council (CLC)
“The Church’s One Foundation”

+CALL TO WORSHIP

Hymnal 545
Cheryl Groetsema

Leader

Welcome, God’s beloved. Let us thank our Creator for this day of
celebration and jubilation.

People

Alleluia! Thanks be to God.

Leader

We are gathered today to honor God for His faithfulness as we celebrate the
150th anniversary of our congregation, the First United Methodist Church of
La Grange.

People

Alleluia! Thanks be to God.

Leader

Let us sing praises to the Lord, for He has done marvelous things for us for
the past 150 years and counting.

People

Alleluia! Thanks be to God.

Leader

Today is a glorious day at First United Methodist Church of La Grange!
Let us make a joyful noise to the Lord and declare His glory among us.

People

Alleluia! Thanks be to God.

Leader

Each of us has many gifts, and together we are one body in Christ.
***************
+ Denotes standing as one is comfortable.

We are each unique in our gifts and how we use them, but together we are
one body in Christ Jesus our Lord. Together we bring our individual gifts
to serve Christ and become in Him one body.
People

Alleluia! Thanks be to God.

Leader

May God be glorified in us and be pleased by our words and service.

People

Alleluia! Thanks be to God.

Leader

God’s faithfulness guided our ancestors and guides us today and into the
future. The Lord is with us forever. Jesus is the source of our life,
strength, inspiration, hope, and joy.

People

We are here to stay and to witness for Christ. Come, Holy Spirit, fill
our lives and our church with Your grace and mercy. Amen.

All

Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Amen.

PRAYER (unison)
James Pinnick
Faithful and loving God, we are gathered to celebrate this glorious day for our
church and for your honor and glory. Indeed, you are a faithful God, and by your
grace you called this congregation to be a good and faithful witness in city,
country, and world. Grant that your Word may continue to be truly preached and
truly heard and that your Sacraments be faithfully administered and faithfully
received. By your Spirit, fashion our lives according to the example of your Son
and of His servants in this place over many years, and grant that we may show the
power of your love to all among whom we live. Be with us as we worship You with
our voices and celebrations; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Adapted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1977

RECOGNITION OF THOSE IN ATTENDANCE
Previous Pastor
Rev. Thomas C. Harmon
Children and Family Ministry Directors
Rev. Glenda Fish
Polly Walgren
Youth Ministry Director
Judy Thomas

Carmen Woodring

Music Director
Gary Wilhelm
Organists
Rev. Josiah Montgomery
Dr. Naomi Rowley
Church Secretary
Heidi Grieder

Building Managers
Stan Fish
Tom Zolk
Parent’s Day Out (PDO) Director
Susan Harmon
INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKERS

Rev. Cynthia Zolk

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Deuteronomy 6:4-9
Rev. Dennis Beedy
Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. Keep these
words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children
and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down
and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your
forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
MESSAGE
ANTHEM

Rev. Jason H. Reed
“Let All the World in Every Corner Sing”
Chancel Choir, Organ, Brass, and Tympani

Ralph Vaughan Williams

+GOSPEL LESSON
John 10:7-18
Martha Barry
So again, Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All
who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am
the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have
life and have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep,
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away, and the wolf snatches them
and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for
the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own, and my own know me, just as
the Father knows me, and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I

have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will
listen to my voice. So, there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason, the Father
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from
me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to
take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”
MESSAGE
ANTHEM

Rev. Cerna Castro Rand
“Harvest Cantata”
Henry Pleas, Tenor

C.M. von Weber

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
Colossians 3:12-17
James W. Rand
Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a
complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you
also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.
MESSAGE
ANTHEM

Rev. Rich Havard
Festival Piece on “Saint Anne”
Chancel Choir, Organ, Brass, and Tympani

PROCLAMATION

Mr. Mark Kuchler
President, Village of La Grange

INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Eugene Butler

Concerto in F Minor (“Winter"): Largo
Brass Ensemble

Rev. Cerna Castro Rand
Antonio Vivaldi

THANKSGIVING PRAYER
Sue Johnston
th
Gracious and loving God, today we celebrate the 150 anniversary of the founding of the
First United Methodist Church of La Grange, and we come before You in thanksgiving.
God of the past, through Your grace and mercy, First United Methodist Church was
organized by the dreams and dedication of those who received their call to build a church for

Your honor and glory. Today, we give You thanks for the founding members of this
Church who accepted Your call to start a church in La Grange in 1872.
You have been faithful to them and to us in all those years of worship, service, and
witness in the world. Great is Your faithfulness, O God, and we praise You. In our trials,
pain, sorrows and celebrations, You have been the source of our strength and hope,
deliverance, and joy. We thank You for being our God in all seasons of our congregational
life.
God of the present, we praise You for Your continued presence with us and for enabling us
to be a part of Your Church. We thank You for all that has made us a congregation for each
other, for our community, and for the world. Without You with us, guiding and
inspiring us to give ourselves for Your honor and glory, we could not be the church that
You want us to be.
Lord, in Your mercy, empower us to love You with all that we are and have and to love our
neighbors with Your unconditional love. Increase our faith and teach us Your ways as we
go forth into the future to make Christ known through our service and witness near and far.
God of the future, You have been our Provider and Sustainer. We trust You that You will
continue to uphold us in future years. Bless our congregation and its leaders and staff, now
and in years to come. Hold us firm in hope for our future and for the future of Your greater
Church in the world. Bless our ministries of welcome, inclusion, justice, service, and
compassion. May this congregation continue to be a beacon of Your love and grace to all
Your people on earth. As Your Son entrusted the Twelve to Your care to continue His
ministry, so also, we entrust our future to the care of Your Spirit to continue ours. Give
wisdom to this congregation to know Your way for us.
And so, we ask, Holy Spirit, to fill First United Methodist Church of La Grange with Your
grace and mercy. Set our hearts on fire to do Your work today and always. In Christ’s
name we ask that You make our ministry clear to us and empower us to fulfill it. And in all
things, O God, we give You thanks and praise.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Alleluia. Amen.
BENEDICTION

+HYMN

Rev. J. Martin Lee
Director of Congregational Development & Redevelopment
Northern Illinois Conference
“God of Grace and God of Glory”

BLESSING OF THE MEAL
POSTLUDE

Hymnal 577
Rev. Cerna Castro Rand

“Te Deum”
Organ, Brass, and Tympani

Marc-Antoine Charpentier

The Scripture readings are taken from New Revised Standard Version
Updated Edition (NRSVUE)
After worship, please join us in the Fellowship Hall and Activity Center
for our Anniversary Luncheon.
Brass and Tympani Ensemble
Sarah Carillo, Trumpet
Bryant Millet, Trumpet
Gary Greene, Horn
Josh Torrey, Trombone
Steve Marcus, Tuba
Stephen Hawk, Tympani
150th Anniversary Worship Committee
Martha Barry
Rev. Dennis Beedy
Sue Johnston
Karen Lynch
Rev. Cerna Castro Rand
Carmen Woodring
Rev. Cynthia Zolk
150th Church Anniversary Committee
Darlene Stirn, Co-Chair
Rev. Cerna Castro Rand, Co-Chair
Martha Barry
Rev. Dennis Beedy, Mission Co-Chair
Diane Beedy, Music Co-Chair
Emily Chlapik
Ken Chlapik
Liz Chlapik, Luncheon Co-Chair
Peggy Ellis
Patrick Goggin
Dr. Gary Greene
Art Hill
Jill Hill, Luncheon
Sue Johnston
June Keeley, Luncheon Co-Chair
Hattie Koher, Pet Parade Co-Chair
Karen Lynch
Don Matheny

Jan Matheny
Barbara Miner, Music Co-Chair
James Pinnick, Book Publishing and Advertising
Jen Robison
Louisa Ruppert, Luncheon
Donna Scotty
Dr. Tim Semanik
Judy Thomas
Barb Weigel
Kurt Wisthuff, Advertising
Carmen Woodring, Pet Parade Co-Chair
Rev. Cynthia Zolk, Mission Co-Chair
Tom Zolk

OUR MINISTRY TEAM
Ministers: The Congregation
Senior Pastor: Rev. Cerna Castro Rand
Director of Youth Ministry: Hattie Koher
pastorcerna@fumclg.org
youth@fumclg.org
Office Administrator: Joe Wilkinson
Director of Music: Dr. Timothy Semanik
office@fumclg.org
tsemanik@gmail.com
Financial Coordinator: Sue Simek
Children’s Choirs Director: Emily Chlapik
ssimek825@gmail.com
emily.chlapik@gmail.com
Building Manager: Patrick Goggin
Organist: Daniel Segner
building.mgr@fumclg.org
danielsegner@gmail.com
Co-Directors of Children and Family Ministry: Peggy Ellis, Jennifer Robison
Peggy: children@fumclg.org Jennifer: children2@fumclg.org
Preschool/Parents Day Out Director: Jacqui Buckler
PreschoolPDO@fumclg.org
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