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Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

Do worries, frets, pressures ever get the best of you?  They do me.  
 

It is then that I am helped by the words of the Apostle Paul to the 

Philippians in 4:6 which is refreshingly translated by Eugene Peterson 

in The Message:  
 

 ñDon't fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and 

praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your  

concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God's wholeness,  

everything coming together for good, will come and settle you  

down. It's wonderful what happens when Christ displaces  

worry at the center of your life.ò 
 

When Paulôs thoughts guide me to turn to God I also find helpful the 

words from the poem, The Difference,  which reads:  
 

I got up early one morning and rushed right into the day;  
I had so much to accomplish, that I didn't have time to pray.  

 
Problems just tumbled about me; and heavier came each task.  

"Why doesn't God help me?" I wondered. He answered, "You didn't ask."  
 

I wanted to see joy and beauty, but the day toiled on, gray and bleak;  
I wondered why God didn't show me. He said, "But you didn't seek."  

 
I tried to come into God's presence, I used all my keys at the lock.  

God gently and lovingly chided, "My child, you didn't knock."  
 

I woke up early this morning, and paused before entering the day;  
 I had so much to accomplish that I had to take time to pray.  

 

As fall schedules and back to school preparations are at hand, if   

worries, frets and pressures get to you may the insights of Paul or 

the words of the poem bring you comfort, peace, resolution and 

promise.  
 

See you in church!     Pastor Tom 
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LaGrange Methodist is published monthly by First United Methodist Church, 100 
W. Cossitt, LaGrange, IL 60525-2390. Editor: Jan Bondiman.   

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER WOR SHIP SCHEDULE  
August 22  Rev. Allyson Talbert, Minister of Education:  

   òCalled and ConsecratedóñJeremiah 1:4 -10 
 

August 29  Rev. Rich Rubietta is a songwriter and worship   

consultant who conducts high -energy, interactive worship ser-

vices which include sing -alongs, original scripture -based songs and 

stories.  (See page 15 for more information.)  
 

September 5  Communion Sunday  

Pastor Tom Harmon:  òI Hate Youóñ Luke 14:25-33  
 

September 12 (Rally Day)   

Pastor Tom Harmon:  òLostóñLuke 15:1-10 

Return to Worship Services at 8:00AM and 10:15 AM  

Sunday School resumes for all ages  

 

SUMMER SHIRT SLEEVE CHOIR ñAUGUST 22ND  

Join the choir for the last "Summer Shirt Sleeve Choir" , this 

Sunday, August 22nd. We will gather at 9:30 am in either the 

Choir Room or Sanctuary, depending on the temperature.   Join us 

for great music and fellowship!  

 

Cassette tapes of our services are available in the church office.  
Please contact Jan Bondiman if you are interested in listening  

to one of our services.  

SUMMER HOURS  
 

WORSHIP SERVICES  

8:30 in the Chapel; 10:15 in the Sanctuary  

OFFICE HOURS  

Monday thru Thursday ...9:00-4:00        Friday ...9:00-noon 
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CAPITAL FUND CAMPAIGN UP-DATE 
This Sunday, August 22, Mr. Herb Mahan from the James D. Klote firm will 
be introduced during the morning worship services.  He will spend next 
week working with the Planning/Presentation Team that will be conduct-
ing a series of small group meetings for the Feasibility Study process.  The 
first of these group meetings is scheduled to begin on Sunday, August 29 
and will continue through Monday, September 13 (see meeting schedule 
below). 
On Tuesday, September 14, the Church Leadership Council is scheduled to 

meet.  At this time Mr. Mahan will present a summary of the findings 

from the Feasibility Study and will bring a recommendation as to whether 

the congregation should proceed with the Capital Campaign.  If the Coun-

ŎƛƭΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

then be designed to also include the Annual Stewardship Drive for the 

2011 Operating Budget. 

 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FEASIBILITY STUDY  

INFORMATION MEETINGS 

Date Time  Place  

Sunday August 29 9:30 a.m. Chapel 

Sunday August 29 11:30 a.m. Sanctuary 

Wednesday September 1 7:00 p.m. Parlor 

Sunday September 5 9:30 a.m. Chapel 

Sunday September 5 11:30 a.m. Sanctuary 

Thursday September 9 7:00 p.m. Parlor 

Sunday September 12 9:00 a.m. Chapel 

Sunday September 12 11:30 a.m. Sanctuary 

Monday September 13 7:00 p.m. Parlor 
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CHURCH FAMILY  

JOYS  
Plans are for Justin "JJ" Iversonõs to return to Chicago next week. Doc-

tors are recommending five day a week rehab for at least 30 days.  
 

Sierra Lenckos is going home to Valparaiso, IN on Thursday, August 19.  

Sierra is the granddaughter of Bob & Susan Caemmerer and has been in the 

hospital since her birth on April 26, 2010.  
 

Mildred Kellyõs daughter Dr. Nancy Graves has re -enlisted as an army 

òWeekend Warrioró and has been promoted to the rank of Major. 
 

Dr. Harry Messmore received word this past week from the Deputy    

Consul General of France in Chicago that he has been named a Knight of the 

Legion of Honor for his valorous action  and invaluable contribution to the 

liberation of France during world War II.   This outstanding distinction is 

the highest honor that France can bestow upon those who have achieved 

remarkable deeds for France.    

 

 

 

 

Chris and & Phil Hewes welcomed their new grandson Samuel Dan       

Rodriguez on Thursday, July 22 who is now at home with parents Mike and 

Abby and his big brother Noah.  

Janet Tuley is celebrating one year of being cancer free.  

Congratulations to Bleu & Sarah Bettencourt who welcomed Sophie   

Madeline on August 1, 2010.  Proud grandparents are Frank & Sue Simek.   
  

Aaron and Suzie Wilhelm and brother Jackson welcomed Marcus Andrew 

Wilhelm  on Sunday, July 25th, in Van Nuys, CA.   This makes four grandchil-

dren for proud grandpa Gary!  

 

SYMPATHIES  
Jeff Lee asks for prayer for his family at this time of his fatherõs cousinõs 

death.  

Pastor Tom asks for prayers for his sister -in-lawõs family upon the death of 

Elenaõs mother, Nancy Equihua. 

The family of former member Barbara King who passed away on August 6 th .   
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CONCERNS 

Allyson Talbert asks for prayer for her cousin Dexter Haywood and his 

family in New Jersey. Dexter recently suffered a heart attack;   he has 

received excellent care and they are praying that his recovery continues 

to go smoothly.  
 

Marlene Groeneveld's husband Bob who had surgery this week to repair a 

broken hip due to a fall.  
 

Nancy Grahamõs coworker's sister Sharon, age 47 with 3 young children 

who has the ovarian cancer. Continued prayers are appreciated.  
 

Mildred Kellyõs son Chris who will be having carpel tunnel surgery on August 

20; she will be traveling to southern Illinois to be with him.  

Ray Gautschy, Jr. who is undergoing chemo treatments.  

Roger Hahnõs brother Rev. Bob Hahn in therapy recovering from a stroke. 

George Felty who has some medical concerns and his mother Helen York in 

the beginning stages of Alzheimerõs. 
  

Continue prayers for Dominic Cairo who will be starting chemo.  
  

John Paychekõs cousin Bob in hospice care. 
  

Peter Huetson on his first tour in Afghanistan, following two tours in Iraq  

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES  
   1   Bert & Debbie Neuland  (23 years)  

   6 Todd & Heidi Hampton (16)  

   9 Paul & Linda Graham (35) 

 12 Roger & Sue Hahn (49)  

 15 Wayne & Judy Thomas (46)  

 17 Tom & Sue Harmon (43)  

 20 Richard & Shirley Herberts (50)  

 20 Ron & Ruth Hursh (50)  

 21 John & Joan Paychek (39)  

 28 Ron & Shirley Nelson (50)  
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A 

HUGE  thanks to all who helped make our ASP 

2010 trip to Knott County, Kentucky possible!  

One Eighty News:  
 

First Fridays (5th & 6 th graders): 

Fall Kick-off is Sept. 10, at the Slivovskyôs home.  

 

Junior High 180 (7th & 8 th graders): 

Watch for Fall Kick off Info, coming soon! 

Fall Junior High 180 times - Wednesdays, 

6:30 - 8 pm (earlier if you want TGIW Dinner) 

 

 

Senior High 180 (9th-12th graders): 

Kajmowiczôs Lake House Retreat!  

 - Aug. 27-29 (cars will leave church Friday night and/or     

 Saturday morning to head to the Lake. Return Sunday afternoon).  

 - Email Hattie to sign up by Sunday Aug. 22! 

Fall Kick off, Sept. 12, Time & Location TBA 

Fall Senior High 180 times - Sundays, 11:30 (after 

church) - 1 pm. 
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NEW MEMBER SUNDAY ñSEPTEMBER 26 

Persons wishing to make the First United Methodist Church of     

LaGrange their church home are invited to do so during the 10:15 

a.m. worship service on September 26.  If you would like to know 

more about the church, United Methodism, and are considering  

becoming a part of this next group, please check the òWish to 

Joinó column on the Sunday morning Attendance Sheet or contact 

Pastor Tom ( tharmon@fumclg.org ) or Jan Bondiman 

(office@fumclg.org ) or telephone us at the church office, 

352.1250.  

 

SEW WHAT?  

All those interested in quilting are invited to join us on September 

7 and 21; no experience necessary.  For more information, contact 

Sue Harmon at 708.354.0933, 352.1250 or sharmon@fumclg.org . 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
The 2 ndAnnual  First United Methodist Church of LaGrange FALL 

RUMMAGE SALE will be held Friday, October 22  4 ð 7 pm and 

Saturday, October 23 from 9 ð Noon and 1 ð 3 pm (1/2 price & bag 

sale). Shop and save on gently -used clothing, toys, books, sporting 

goods, housewares, furniture and more! Donations can be dropped 

off on October 17, 18 & 19. Sign up to volunteer by calling Sue 

Johnston at 708.482.7628 or Sue Hahn at 708.246.1645.  

 

 

 

 

 

PRESCHOOL/PARENTS DAY OUT  

Our Preschool begins  Tuesday, September 7.  There are still open-

ings in some of the classes.  Contact Sue Skahill in the church    

office for more information.  There are also openings in Parents 

Day Out which resumes Wednesday, September 8.  Contact Sue 

Harmon in the church office for information on this program.   

mailto:tharmon@fumclg.org
mailto:office@fumclg.org
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The Sunday School Teacherõs Orientation Breakfast  is scheduled 

for Saturday, August 28 th from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  Once 

again, breakfast will be prepared by June Keeley and company, and 

Samantha Rapp will be available for childcare. Our own Katie       

Slivovsky will give a presentation on ways to include nature and the 

environment in Sunday school lessons.  
 

MISSION REPORT  

MARKETPLACE  

Three bags of supplies and $402.00 in donations were donated to 

Marcy -Newberry Association.  Many thanks to all who participated 

in sharing from our abundance so that other children might have 

basic educational resources and feel the love of God through our 

giving. 

UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF (UMCOR)  

We received a thank you note from The General Board of Global 

Ministries for our gift of $2,329.75 to UMCOR in aid to Haiti.  

Here is a brief excerpt:  

Thank you for being there . . . for being hope . . . in 
Haiti.  As UMCOR prepares to aid the Haitian people 
in their long -term recovery, we are grateful that you 
will be our partner in rebuilding homes, lives and fami-
lies.  Your generosity offers a spirit of hope in the 
midst of devastation.  

 

 

 

                          BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS  

At the 10:15 a.m. service on Sunday, August 

22nd, we will celebrate the òBlessing of the 

Backpacksó as we begin a new school 

year. Students of all ages are invited to 

bring their backpacks, bookbags, notebooks 

or anything else that represents a return to 

school. Letõs have a great turnout for this 

prayerful expression of our congregationõs 

support for the callings of students,    

teachers, parents, etc.  
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE AND LEARN  

The 2010 -2011 church program year will officially begin with Rally 

Day on Sunday, September 12 th .  Can you believe how quickly the 

summer is going by?!!  We are looking forward to an exciting and 

meaningful year as we grow together in faith and service.  

We are still in need of a few Sunday School teachers.  The commit-

ment is for two Sundays per month from September through May ñ

teach one Sunday, assist one Sunday.  If you are willing to serve as 

a Sunday school teacher, please contact Rev. Talbert.  We are also 

looking for members for the Education and Early Childhood Educa-

tion committees.  The Education Committee works with the Sunday 

school, Marketplace and family fellowship activities.  The Early 

Childhood Education Committee works with our Preschool and Par-

entõs Day Out programs.  If you are willing to serve on either of 

these committees, please contact Rev. Harmon or Rev. Talbert.  

Not only will children and adult Sunday school classes begin on Rally 

Day, we have also planned small group learning opportunities.  On 

Tuesday afternoons, beginning October 5 th  we will be offering the 

short -term study Questioning Capital Punishment  from 1:00 p.m. -

2:30 p.m.  This is a five -session study featuring Sister Helen Pre-

jean, a Roman Catholic nun and leading American advocate for the 

abolition of the death penalty.  According to one participant ñòNo 

matter which side of the issue one is on, it makes you think .ó 

Our Wednesday afternoon small group will begin meeting again 

from 4:15 p.m. -5:15 p.m. on Wednesday, September 22 nd.  This 

year, we will be studying Uppity Women of the Bible , starting with 

Ruth, and continuing with Song of Songs and Esther .  Next year we 

will finish the series with Judith .  This study features Hebrew Bi-

ble professor Dr. Lisa Wolfe, who combines careful scholarship 

with humor and fresh insights. Dr. Wolfe presents just what is 

needed to understand, debate, and explore the issues raised by the 

stories of these often misunderstood Biblical women.  
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Confirmation classes  will begin with Orientation on Wednesday, 

September 15 th ; eighth graders and their families should have re-

ceived a letter regarding this orientation meeting.  We are excited 

about the new curriculum we will be using this year. Credo was de-

veloped by The United Methodist Publishing House to help confir-

mands KNOW YOUR STORY...Encounter the faith narrative from 

creation to Christianity; CONFIRM YOUR FAITH... Embrace the 

essential beliefs and practices of The United Methodist Church; 

and LIVE YOUR COMMITMENTéEmbody the confirmation vows 

and embark on the Christian discipleship journey.  

Join us as we serve and learn together!!!  

Peace & Blessings, Allyson 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

LEARNING OPPORTUNITY REGISTRATION FORM  

 

Name __________________________________________  

Email __________________________________________  

Address________________________________________  

City, State, Zip___________________________________  

Phone______________________  

NOTE:  No books are required for either study listed below.  

I am interested in  

Questioning Capital Punishment (starting October 5 th )   _____  

Tuesdays from 1:00pm -2:30pm through November 9 th  

I am interested in Uppity Women of the Bible  (starting September 

22nd)   _____  

 Wednesdays from 4:15pm -5:15pm through April 13 th  

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2010.  
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COMMUNITY NEWS  
Volunteer Opportunities  

Tutors on Wheels, St. Josephõs Adult Literacy/ESL program needs 

volunteers to teach in Naperville, Glendale Hts, Addison and Bloom-

ingdale.  The one-on-one sessions are located in churches,          

businesses and social service agencies; volunteers teach one hour a 

week.  Sessions are weekday mornings with some late afternoon and 

evening sessions.  Training will be held on Saturday, September 11 

from 9am -noon.  No prior second language skills are needed.  For 

more information or to sign up call 630.217.0396.  
 

St Thomas Hospice is seeking volunteers in our area.  You do not 

need to be a professional to do hospice work; just a listening ear, 

non-judgmental attitude and desire to make a difference in the lives 

of terminally - ill patients and their families.  Classes meet for nine 

consecutive Tuesdays from 9am -noon beginning September 21 and 

ending November 16.  Call Barb at 630.856.6998 for more info.  

 

J OB OPENING   

PART T IME  RETAIL  CLERK  

J OB SHARE POSITION  
 

Josephõs Corner Gifts and Books at the Congregation of St. Joseph 

in LaGrange Park is looking for candidates interested in working   

alternating shifts as a part -time retail sales clerk .  

Shifts are Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 3:00PM ð 5:00 PM 

Saturday: 9:00 AM ð 3:00 PM. We are looking for candidates with a 

friendly, helpful attitude willing to learn good customer service and 

selling skills.   Basic requirements:   computer operation; care of the 

shop; inventory fill - in; financial accuracy.   Minor Lifting of 15 lbs or 

less. 
 

Candidates are invited to come to our Center to complete a job    

application ð 1515 W. Ogden Avenue, LaGrange Park or send a        

resume before September 1 to gmesik@csjoseph.org. 

mailto:gmesik@csjoseph.org
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