     August, 2010

Dear 2011 Confirmands and Parents:

Confirmation is an opportunity for the eighth graders of First United Methodist Church to explore their faith, learn more about the United Methodist Church, and respond to an invitation to publicly affirm their faith in Jesus Christ and their commitment to the church.  

Confirmation Orientation, a time for both 8th graders and their parents to learn more about the program, will be held on Wednesday, September 15th, from 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. in Room 208.  During the orientation we will outline the schedule for the year, review the goals and program design, share requirements/expectations for confirmation and offer opportunities for parents to support the program.
Confirmation Classes will be held on Wednesday nights from 5:45 p.m.-8:00 p.m., with Junior High 180 from 6:30 p.m.-7:15 p.m.  Confirmation includes fellowship with supper, worship, and group learning time.  During the year we will participate in some special activities and events as a part of our learning together.

We are excited about the new curriculum we will be using this year. Credo was developed by The United Methodist Publishing House to help confirmands Know Your Story... Encounter the faith narrative from creation to Christianity; Confirm Your Faith... Embrace the essential beliefs and practices of The United Methodist Church; and Live Your Commitment…Embody the confirmation vows and embark on the Christian discipleship journey.
This year’s confirmation team will be Senior Pastor, Rev. Tom Harmon; our Minister of Education, Rev. Allyson Talbert; and our Director of Youth Ministries, Hattie Stahl.  We look forward to sharing with you, learning together, and helping you explore your faith.  This promises to be an exciting year of learning and growing together.  Remember confirmation is not simply a “rite of passage.”  It is not just a class to take because every one else is.  It is a step in a life-long journey of pursuing the heights and depths and widths of God’s love and making a vow to live in relationship with God for the rest of our lives.  Come join the adventure!  

Please plan to attend the Orientation Meeting on September 15th as we begin our journey.  We hope you will also join in the Junior High Retreat scheduled for September 24th-25th. The retreat is open to all junior high students and highly recommended for confirmands.
Yours in Christ,

Tom Harmon



Allyson Talbert



Hattie Stahl
