August, 2011
Dear Parents of Children at First United Methodist Church of LaGrange:

Sunday school begins on Rally Sunday, September 11th and we are very excited, but there are a few changes this year.  We have combined the third and fourth grade classes, so please refer to the following list for your child’s classroom location:

Upper Level

Kindergarten—Room 211

Grades 1 & 2—Room 212

Grade 3 & 4—Room 205
 

Sanctuary Level

2/3 year-olds—Room 112

4/5 year-olds—Room 102
Toddlers/Infants—Rooms 111/110

 

Lower Level

Grades 5/6— Room 12 (off of the elevator lobby)

Junior High —Room 17
Senior High - Basement
In addition, we have included a Sunday school calendar with important dates for this year.  Please keep it as a handy reference throughout the year.
As in previous years, we continue to follow Safe Sanctuaries procedures developed by The United Methodist Church.  The purpose of implementing these procedures is to be certain that our community of faith is a nurturing environment where children, youth, and their parents feel safe.  FUMC continues to make it a priority to insure that we intentionally abide by Safe Sanctuaries policies and procedures for all who work with our children and youth.

As we begin the fall of 2011, we are asking you to complete a new registration form for your child(ren).  Safe Sanctuaries procedures require that we keep updated forms on file for each child, ages two through sixth grade.  Even if you completed one last year, we still need you to fill out one for the 2011-2012 Sunday school year.  You will note that we have added a request for permission to publish photos of your child(ren).  Our plan is to use photos of Sunday school activities to add interest to the church website, Facebook page, or any coverage in the media the church might receive.  Photos will never be used for any other purpose without express permission.
One of the Safe Sanctuaries procedures we will continue to follow is that children younger than 3rd grade will not be allowed to leave their Sunday school classroom without an adult (not an older sibling).  Another is that infants through 2nd graders must be signed-out by an adult; 3rd through 6th graders, with the permission of their parents, may sign themselves out.  These procedures will remain in effect for the 2011-2012 Sunday school year.
In addition to the above, we will continue to observe the following Safe Sanctuaries procedures:

1. We screen and check references for all paid employees, including clergy, who have significant contact with children/youth.

2. We screen all volunteer workers for any position involving work with children/youth.

3. With the permission of Sunday school teachers and youth workers, we authorize criminal records checks of all volunteer staff associated with children/youth.

4. A volunteer must be associated with our church for at least 6 months before being considered for work with children/youth.

5. We train all volunteer and paid workers annually to understand the nature of child abuse.

6. We have insurance coverage in case a child abuse complaint occurs.

7. CPR training is offered at no cost to all Sunday school teachers and youth workers, as well as to paid employees of our children’s programs.
8. We require two adults, preferably unrelated, to be present in each classroom/gathering of children/youth.
9. We require that doors be left open when a child/youth is being counseled, and when a teacher is alone with a group of students for a brief time.
10. A parent, legal guardian, or authorized adult must sign out children younger than 3rd grade from Sunday school classes and childcare. (Infants and toddlers must be signed in as well.)
11. Children, 3rd grade and older, may sign themselves out with the signed permission of a parent/legal guardian.
Please fill out the enclosed form for each child ages two through sixth grade and return to my mailbox in the church office by August 31, 2011; feel free to contact me with concerns. If you have questions or require additional information, please contact me at 708.352.1250, x15 or via email at atalbert@fumclg.org.

Peace & Blessings,
Allyson C. Talbert

Rev. Allyson C. Talbert
Minister of Education
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